CHAPTER XVI
ON   BECOMING   A   PEER
A man may speak very well in the House of Commons, and fail very
completely in the House of Lords. There are two distinct styles requisite;
I intend in the course of my career, if I have time, to give a specimen of both.
BENJAMIN DISRAELI.
EARLY in the month of March 1931 the Empire Parliamentary
Association was invited by the French Comite Franco-Britannique
d'Etudes Coloniales, to send one or two of its members to Paris,
to explain to that body the main principles and methods of British
Colonial administration. The association honoured me by asking
me to prepare a paper on 'les m&hodes d'administration et de
gouvernement dans les colonies anglaises et frangaises/ which was
read to a meeting of French colonial students and administrators,
presided over by M. Fran9ois-Marsal. Following the reading of
the paper many searching questions were asked concerning British
colonial methods, and these were answered by Mr. A. A. Somer-
ville, M.P., the Conservative member for Windsor, and by Sir
Howard D'Egville, the secretary of the Empire Parliamentary
Association, who were my fellow-delegates. The meeting was of
an experimental nature, but it was at once agreed that the advantage
to be derived from friendly contacts of the students of colonial
administration of both countries was so great that arrangements
should be made for additional meetings to be held, either in Paris
or in London.
Mr. Somerville and myself returned to London on Sunday,
8th March, and the following Wednesday evening I was informed
by Mr. Arthur Henderson that the Prime Minister wished me to
call on him the next morning at ten o'clock, to discuss with him
the proposal that I should become the Parliamentary Under-
secretary of State for India, which had become vacant through the
death of the late Earl Russell. I had not received any previous
intimation that my name was being considered, and, as it was
necessary that I should give immediate and adequate attention to
all that the proposal involved for me before I saw the Prime Minister
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